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(54) PAPER FEED CASSETTE OF IMAGE FORMER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To open the upper cover of a paper feed cassette to 
be loaded in an image former and vice versa autoamtically, and 
using this upper cover, being projected in time of being opened, as 
a paper discharge tray as well as to promote the safety of this 
former and its damage prevention. 

CONSTITUTION: A paper feed cassette 30 consists of a cassette 
body 31 and an upper cover 31 slidable on top of this lady. A rack 
32a is installed in a side face of this upper cover 32 and at the 
time of loading the cassette 30, the rack 32a is engaged with a 
pinion 35 of an upper cover driving mechanism 34. A motor is 
rotated clockwise or counterclockwise by on-off operations of a 
power source in an image former and thereby the upper cover 32 
is autoamtically opened or closed via the pinion 35 and the rack 
32a. In this case, the upper cover 32 being projected out of the 
image former at the time of this cover 32 being opened is used as 
a paper discharge tray. In addition, at the time of operation of the 
upper cover 32 projecting, if sane side pressure is works, 
engagement between the rack 32a and the pinion 35 comes off 
autoamtically, so operation of the upper cover 32 is stopped. 
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